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The first ham-in-space operation came 
off the first week of December. Overall 
it was a tremendous success, but there were 
some surprises and hitches. I was set up 
with two digital timepieces, wrote down 
each minute and listed the azimuth and ele- 
vation of the shuttle and whether I should 
listen or send. Then WSLFL comes along and 
Says "I will listen for calls for the next 
eighty seconds. Mark." Suddenly I needed 
a stop watch! What happened to even and 
odd minutes? At any rate, he was unable 
to copy many calls in real time so almost 
all contacts will be confirmed by tapes of 
his reception. It's a liberal interpreta- 
tion of what constitutes a QSO, but I'll 
take a QSL if I can get one. 


The WSLFL activity generated a lot of 
favorable publicity for amateur radio. Asso- 
Ciated Press reported that WSLFL chatted 
with JY1, Jordan's King Hussein, for four 
minutes. Here, our own K4BWC came across 
well in an interview on channel five. 


Another media event limited to the 
amateur fraternity was the Teleconference 
Radio Network on December 1 which was bro- 
ught to central North Carolina by K4ITL. 


The Network, linked to more than 100 re- 
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peaters in the U.S. and Canada, featured 
several AMSAT officials discussing amateur 
radio space activities and fielding ques- 
tions from around the country. I was out 
of town, but heard the activities on tape 
supplied by W4HIZ. As usual I was disap- 
pointed in the cavalier attitude that AMSAT 
officials take with regard to Mode A for 
future satellites. This relatively simple 
and inexpensive mode is ideal for introduc- 
ing newcomers to satellite communications, 
but AMSAT seems dedicated to higher frequen- 
cies and more sophistication. 


AMSAT-OSCAR 18, in spite of its earlier 
difficulties with orientation and kick motor 
malfunctions and its present eclipse-short- 
ened operation schedule, has become a trem- 
endous communication tool. As I write this 
it is at apogee over Chetumal Bay on the 
East coast of the Yucatan Peninsula, more 
than 22,000 miles away. It is carrying 
AMSAT's weekend internationdl net and a 
group of moonbounce stations are making 
schedules. I hear stations from Hawaii and 
Alaska to Western Europe and Scandanavia. 
All of South America and most of North Ameri- 
ca have access to it for the next three 
hours. 


I had the opportunity to visit ARRL 
Headquarters and WIAW early in December. The 
Station has changed in the thirteen years 
Since I was last there. The boat anchors 
are gone from the main operating console, 
replaced by late model S-Line »o0xes. The S- 
Line at the visitors operating position has 
been replaced by a KWM-380 and multi-mode 
kilowatt stations have been established on 
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two meters and seventy centimeters. A 

432 mHzZ. moonbounce station is set up in 
the basement with an array of sixteen yagis 
in the front yard. Maxim's spark trans- 
mitter still reigns over the foyer, remind- 
ing us of our beginnings. 


Y Vie Clark, W4KFC, epitomized operating 

excellence. Hardly a Sweepstakes or DX 
Contest passed that Vic did not partici- 
pate in. But his operating favorite was 
Straight Key Night held each year on New 
Year's Eve. While many others greeted in 
the New Year in less dedicated fashion, 
Vic was always at his rig doing what he 
liked best -- pounding brass’ with his 
fellow hams. Vic perennially headed the 
list of nominees for "best fist." 

It is. only fitting that this New 
Year's Eve Straight Key Night be dedicated 
to Vic's memory. As a last tribute to 
W4KFC, anyone who can scratch two pieces 
of wire together is encouraged to make at 
least one SKN QSO and commemorate our 
remembrance of the "people's president" 
by using a special prosign at the conclu- 
sion of each contact. Instead of the tra- 
ditional SK, all stations may indicate a 
final farewell with the letters "VIC" at 
the end of a contact. SKN details appear 
on page 100 of December QST. 

Who knows? Perhaps Vic will look down 
approvingly on our mortal activities and 
break into his famous warm smile with each 
"VIC" that permeates the ether. 


ann bradley 
she okies 


A here econ to our ede member, ey 
Sonnenberg, WA8BAL. Henry joined at the 
December meeting. We're happy to have him 
in our group. 

KKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKK 


Jim Adderholt has a new call--KI4DH--a brand 
new call to go with his new antenna farm 
since moving back to Cary from Greenville. 
Nice call, Jim. Congratulations. 


KKAKEKKKKEKKKKEKKKK 


Billy Edwards, K4BWC, made his TV debut on 
Channel 5 when WRAL taped Bill's reception 
of the space shuttle. (See article this 
issue) I'm afraid I missed seeing it, but 
I understand Billy's performance was out- 
standing. 

KKKKKKKEKKEKKKKKKEK 


Congratulations to all of you that were able 
to hear W5LFL. I know that must have been 
a thrill. 


KKEKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKR 


Marty, HY4H, is RARS "Celebrity of the month. 
I learned that she was interviewed on WPTF 
concerning ham radio contact with Granada. 
Marty is also the new Vice President of YLRL, 
And last but not least she was one of the 

top ten winners of 1983 "Howdy Days" spon- 

sored by YLRL. So what else is new, Marty? 
RARS is proud of you and your accomplishments. 


KEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Bruce tells me that C.T. West who's with 
WPTF News Department, called him concerning 
our Christmas Traffic Booth. Terrific: 
That's the sort of publicity we can use 
more of. 

KEKKKEKKKEKKKEKKKKKEK 


The late Vic Clark, W4KFC, always wanted to 
be remembered to the RARS members and never 
missed a chance to say how much he enjoyed 
getting the RARS Newsletter each month. As 
Fred, AA4FF, says Vic seemed to like the 
old one-by-three calls and remembered them 
better than the new ones. We will miss him! 


KKKEKKKKKKKKKKAKEK 


MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on December 7, 
1983, at the First Presbyterian Church, S. 
Salisbury Street. President "Doc" Cobb, 
WhY2X, called the meeting to order and wel- 
comed the members and guests. The roster was 
signed by 30 people. 


The following officers for 198l1-85 were in- 
stalled by Bob Corns, KhMC: 


President: Bruce “Sgrers, WASNEW 
Secretary: Marty Silver, NYhLH 
Publ/Member Chairman: 

Audrey Browne; WBlZSM 
Training Dir: Bob Johnson, AALL 
Co-Chrmn of Hamfest: : 

Pete Thacher, NhHQZ 

Jim Bradley; WALAOO 
Newsletter Fd: Ann Bradley, WALAPK 
FM Cmtte Chrmn: Billy Edwards, KIiBWC 


Doc read a letter from the First Presbyterian 
Church thanking us for the contribution made 

to them for the use of the facility for RARS 

meetings. RARS plans to continue to meet at 

the church in 198h. 


Chuck Littlewood, KlHF, and Bob Johnson, AALL, 
discussed HARS working as a special service 
club with ARRL in the new volunteer examination 
prorram. This will be discussed further at 
future meetings. 


Billy Edwards, KlBWC, explained the problems 


with the FM repeater. A new duplexer is needed. 
A motion was made, seconded and carried to auth- 


orize the FM Committee Chairman to order a new 
duplexer for the Ol-€h machine. 


Bob Jchnson, AiliL, lead a lengthy discussion 

on the training prorpram which appears to be 
lagging in interest. The club must make a de- 
cision whether to continue the training vorogram 
and how to go about it. 


4 minute of silence was held for Vic Clark, 
WFC, President of ARRL and a Life "ember of 
RARS, who became a silent key December 5th. 


A motion was made, seconded and carried 
that the club make a donation to the ARRL 
Foundation Fund in Vic's memory. 


Doc reminded all of the Christmas Party to 
be held December 18th at the NCS Faculty 
Club. A motion was made, seconded and car- 
ried for the expenditure of funds from the 
treasury for the party. 


Bruce Eggers, WAONEW, reminded the members 
of the traffic message center at Crabtree 
Valley Mall December 12-17 and asked members 
to sign up for this worthwhile project. 


Tim Buehlmann, NWTOA, was awarded a WhDI/R 
award for 6h contacts. 


The program for the evening was a film, 
Amateur Radio's Newest Frontier, pertaining 
to amateur radio and the space program. It 
was narrated by Roy Neal, K6DUE, and featured 
Owen Garriott, WSLFL. Another short film 

was also shown, Time Domain Reflectometry - 
Made Simple. 


The door prize was won by Jeff Parker, WAIWXL. 
After coffee, doughnuts and fellowship, the 
meeting was adjourned. 


‘Marty Silver, NYLH 
Secretary, RARS 


"After 28 years in ham radio 
how come you never learned to 
‘communicate?” 


Sterling Rock Falls ARS ELECTRON 


NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS 


This has traditionally been the time of the 
year to take stock--reflect on our goals 
and accomplishments--determine what areas 
were lacking last year and promise ourselves 
to improve those areas in the coming year. 
If RARS members need a little nudge in the 
right direction, here's a ready-made list. 
All you have to do is face in the direction 
of Newington, CT, place your right hand 
over your heart and say "I do." Then sign 
it and tack it up on the shack wall. 


"As a member in good standing of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society, I resolve in 1984 to: 


1) Renew my membership before the end of the 
February meeting thereby becoming eligible 
for a special prize drawing at the Awards 
Banquet. 


2) Set aside the first Wednesday of each month 
for the RARS meeting. Membership atten- 
dance is vital to the club. 


3) Set my Christmas watch to alarm at 8:00 pm 
so I won't forget the RARS 2-meter net. 
The net needs my support. 


4) And while I'm in a supportive mood, I re- 
solve to participate in at least 4 Public 
Service projects in 1984. Once every 3 
months is not too much to expect of an 
active member. 


5) I also resolve to sign up for one or more 
hamfest conmittees. An active member 
ought to be active, I suppose. 


6) And sure--I'll resolve to work a shift at 
Field Day. 

7) I'll even adopt a Novice. I'd get a kick 
out of being an Elmer and steering a new 
ham along the right path, helping him 
get on the air, etc. 


8) I could also resolve to get involved in 
the training program. I'm not an Extra, 
but I'm sure there is something I could 
contribute. 


9) I'll also resolve to volunteer to attend 
an antenna party. There's a lot I could 
learn. Also, I may need some help on my 
own antenna someday. 


10) What else now? Gee, I almost forgot. I 
Should have put this at the top of the list 
I resolve to contribute at least one arti- 
cle to the RARS Newsletter. If every mem- 
ber made the same promise, that would be 
about 7 articles a month. Think about it!! 


In summary, I resolve to be a participa- 
ting member of RARS and support the Club's 
projects. GET INVOLVED: : 


signed 


P.S.as in public 
service,” 


Bruce Eggers, WAQNEW 
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Christmas has come, Christmas has 
gone, and so has the RARS Crabtree 
Christmas Booth. For 1983 at 

least. Yor'll have to add a "PS" 

to my finale PS colwmn of last 

month. In the nexpected absence 

of WB4YINM, yrs trly was a tad more . 
involved in this year's activity 

than anticipated, to inclyde pro- 
ducing this krdos colwvmn. 


A long toot of the RARS whistle 

to NUIQA and XYL for the new poster. 
Complete with holly yet! And like- 
wise a long toot to KN4G for all 
the hassle of bringing ont all it 
takes to pvt an HF station on the 
air. Three times, no less. And 
S-line on Satwrday for SSB! 

WD4LXR gets three short toots, one 
for each ‘tour of duty', ditto 
KNYG. And K4HF gets an extra toot 
for facilities coordination and 
swapping the coax over to the 
dipole. (Was 'TZU also seen on 

the Mall roof?) 


And a typical toot for all the 
troops with a hearty well-done: 
Known participants included W4RVE, 
WBYZSM, WA4ENZ, W6MVZ, WA4A00, 
WAYAPK, NY4H, WAYYOM, KA4ULW, 
W4FMN and KAUNSA. 


The traffic total wasn't all that 
impressive at about 88, bnt I sns- 
pect a good time was had by all. 
We made a few new friends for 
Amatexyr Radio and renewed some old 
acquaintances. And that's just as 
important. 


See y'all at the Mall next Yuletide 
time. 


AGE SAGE: How to know when you 
are growing older OR is there 
really life after 40? The best 
part of your day is over when your 
alarm goes off. N5BEQ 


VICTOR C. CLARK - IN MEMORY 


Vic, W4KFC, President of ARRL and Hona- 
rary Life Member of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society for several years passed 
away about 10:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov.25, 
after suffering a massive heart attack. 
Vic had gone to the hospital the day 
before complaining of chest pains; he 
was there when the fatal attack occurred. 


I first met Vic in the spring of 1971 at 
one of the ARRL Roanoke Division League 
Planning meetings in Greensboro. Vic 
was a big fellow but soft spoken and a 
good listener. He was first licensed 
almost 50 years ago, and grew up in 
Phoenix, Arizona before moving East. 


Vic held an Extra Class License and was 
the first recipient of the Hiram Percy 
Maxim Memorial Award. He served as 
Roanoke Division Director for 8 years 
and another 6 years as an ARRL Vice 
President before becoming the League's 
President in 1982. 


As chief Executive of the ARRL he devo- 
ted most of his time to improving the 
posture of the Amateur Service both here 
and abroad through the IARU. 


Considered by many to be one of the best 
ARRL Presidents since Maxim, IAW, the 
ARRL founder, Vic was ever present at 
big and small hamfests and conventions. 
He believed that ARRL had an obligation 
to serve its members on a "one-on-one" 
basis and would traveJ. thousands of miles 
to this end. 


Vic is survived by his wife, Hester, WA4PAE, 
3 sons, 3 daughters and 7 grandchildren. 
A memorial service was held at Christ Church 


Vic is survived by his wife Hester, 
WA4PAE, 3 sons, 3 daughters and 7 grand- 
children. A memorial service was held at 
Christ Church in Washington, DC on Wed- 
nesday, November 30th and was attended 

by many of his friends who knew and loved 
the man who gave new meaning to the words: 
amateur radio.. 


The family had requested that flowers not 
be sent. Instead they asked those who 
might want to offer a rememberance in 
Vic's name to donate to a special fund 
being set up in his memory through the ARRL 
Foundation, 225 Main St. Newington, CT 
06111. 


ARRL First Vice President Carl Smith,W@BWJ, 
will serve as acting League President and 
new elections are scheduled for March 26th. 


Vic Clark was the most publicly accessible 
leader in the league's history, and was 
never too busy to hear another side of the 
story. He lived for the purpose of fos- 
tering good will worldwide through personal 
didication to our service. We can be 
thankful that he was with us long enough 
to see some of his dreams for amateur radio 
be put in place. His shoes will surely be 
hard to full. 
Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
with assistance from 
Poco Press/Westlink Report 


In Memoriwm 


There are far too few among ws who 
knew him. JI did not ‘know! hin. 

I'd only met him on a handfwl of 
occasions. We'd talked on the air. 
And we wrote. I know only a little 

of his involvement with chvrch, 

family and career. Bnt I know well 

of his devotion, his love, his ded- 
ication of self to something I 
treasure, something I trust we all : 
valve highly, Amatenr Radio and our 
national society, the American 

Radio Relay Leagne. There are among 

ns those who knew him not at all. # 
You have lost more than I. Yon 

have lost the opportnnity. 


God Bless yon Vic Clark. I Trvst 
we'll meet again. 
wa9new 
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*/ AND NOISE 


real Al Nowakowski, W4VP 


There ain't no free lunch and there 
ain't no such thing as a computer for less 
than a hundred bucks, 


Oh sure, you might catch VIC-20's on 
sale at K-Mart for $80 or even be fast- 
footed enough to snap up a $50 TI-994A, 
Once you get the beast home, you start 
discovering its REAL cost. 


First, you find that you develop an 
insatiable need for more information about 
the monster you've adopted. A quick stop 
at B. Dalton or Walden'’s will provide a 


wide selection of material. If you're lucky, 


you'll came away with only a couple of 
indispensable paperbacks and a MasterCard 
tab for 25 or 30 bucks. 


Naturally, you'll stop at the newstand 
on the way home just to check out the very 
latest scoop on your machine. A magazine or 
two will set you back, oh let's say $5. But 
once hooked, you'll drop that $5 each and 
every month. "Just stayin’ current" you 
tell yourself. 


Back home after reading through your 
literature, you begin to realize how power- 
ful your little machine is. Son of a gun, 
wouldn't it be nice to have just one game 
cartridge. You know, something to show the 
neighbors just how powerful this baby is. 


Next trip through the Mall, you plunk down . 


$20 for some joysticks and $30 for "God- 
zilla's Revenge.” 


After the kids tire of Godzilla, you 
figure it's time to get down to some ser- 
ious computing. But really, you can't do 
that with the computer on the living room 
floor and didn't Circuit City have a neat 
little B&W TV on sale for only $70? 


Now then, down to business. You start 
writing a program to calculate your gas 
milage. The program isn't very long, but 
you can barely force yourself to turn the 
machine off once you've got it running, 


After all this program is mighty handy, and 


you'll have to type the whole thing in 
again. You just gotta have a tape recorder 


so you can save this stuff. Shopping a 
little you find one for only, well, about 
$50 to $60. 


Well, you are really ready now. Got 
it all set up real professional like. Even 
Picked up one of those computer tables, 
$85, to put it on. Yessir, it’s einem 
do some serious computing. 


Only even your simple little pro- 
grams seem to take forever SAVE'ing and 
LOAD'ing on the tape recorder. Betcha a 
disk drive, $250 to $400, would really 
speed things up, and that TV doesn't 
really do justice to your graphics. A 
color monitor, $270 to $500, sure would 
make a big difference. And golly, 16K 
of on-board RAM just doesn't seem like 
so much any more so maybe a few more 
KeOL -MeCMOLU aecirlesdel = 


There ain't no free lunch and there 
ain't no $100 computers. 


MONEY, MONEY, MONEY 


It would seem that we are well on 
the way to having a Volunteer Ex- 
aminers group for the Amateur 
Service. 


One deterrant is the cost of the 
program, ARRL is prepared to 
assume the role of national Vol- 
unteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) 
vrovided there iS some way to 
recoupv the costs of acting as VEC. 


To this end, Sen. Barry Goldwater 
has introduced a bill into the 
Senate to permit recovery of out- 
of-pocket expenses that may be 
incurred by the VEC, This bill, 
SB 2045, 1s basic to the imple- 
mentation of the VEC Program. To 
help insure the passage of this 
bill; 


WRITE YOUR SENATORS, 


Let them know that you favor this 
bill. 


Both Sen. Jesse Helms and Sen, 
John East receive mail at-- 


U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C 20510 


WRITE TODAY! 
| Murray, W6MVZ 


CQWW-CW WEEKEND 
on epatirs 
“Death by Drumsatick” 

NW4B 
Once again it is late Sunday 
evening and yours truely is 
geitting here trying to keep the 
“mad* editor at bay until monday. 


When last seen, the Carolina 
Contest Group was staring at a 40 
Meter yagi that has a 45’ boor, 
3-66’ long elements and weighs 
180 lbs. Firat they would look 
at the antenna and then at the 
140” tower and then at me with 
with looka that asid, “what do 
you mean,this ia going up there?” 
Not only was thia to happen, but 
we were to finish guying one 
tower, put up a 160M vertical and 
a S element 15M bean . ALL ON 
THE SAME DAY ff!!! The following 
weekend, a full sized 80M bobtail 
curtain was raised and the CCG 
Contest station was getting close 
to completion. At this point, we 
had 2-120’ towers, 1-140’ tower 
with antennas for 15 thru 160M 
(we are still looking for a free 
standing tower for 10M). 


After 3 months of blood, sweat 
and beer, CQWW-CW was here !2!! 
The contest juices began to flow, 
only to be surpassed by the 
digestive ones. Yes, CQWW was to 
be on Thankagiving weekend ! Our 
stalwart group of crazies were 
scattered to the three corners of 
@ wishbone. Having been the 
cause of marital atresas over the 
last three months of weekends, I 
knew that there was no hope of 
getting the CCG crew together. So 
what better person to find than a 
young, single, cw nut in the form 
of Will-AA4ANC. With his help, it 
was decided that we would go into 
CQWW as two single op/single band 
stations. AA4NC on 20 and NW4B on 
40. 


Although not the full blown 
effort that was hoped for, we 
felt that it would be a good test 
of two of the most important 
bands. Will had to operate the 
first half of the contest 
barefoot until K4NYV got back 
from hia turkey kill with a 
second amplifier. In spite of 
this hinderance, Will put in a 
great acore of 860 QS0’s, 100 
countries and 34 zones on 20M 1?! 
At times his run rate was in 
excess of 100 contacts per hour ! 
For those interested, the zones 
not worked were 1,22,23,24,28 and 
34. The forty meter antenna also 
worked well. Here the score was 
941 QS0’s, 76 countries and 29 
zones. At one point a CQ was 
called and after 4 1/2 hours of 
contacts a second CQ was called ! 
It looks like 40 works !? 


We are now fine tuning the other 
antennas (IF ANYONE ONE KNOWS OF 
A FREESTANDING 60-70 FT THAT MAY 
BE AVAILABLE, PLEASE LET ME KNOW) 
in preperation for the ARRL DX 
contest in Feb. and March. 


The CCG will be there in the two 
tranamitter class with 4 or 5 
complete kw stations. That will 
be our firet real test of the 
“farens . 


We will also be in the 73 
magazine 40/80m contest the 
weekend of Jan. 7 as a&@ warm-up 
for ARRL DX. 


I want to thank all of those that 
have and continue to support this 
crazy venture. The friendships 
developed in putting this kind of 
an effort together, are what =I 
feel being a “ham" is all about. 


Thanks to you the reader for 
putting up with my wanderings and 
we look forward to reporting 
results of future contests. 


de THE TRAINING DIRECTOR 
PRELEAAHELGAERE AAA EEDEE ET 

Your club’s Novice course con- 
cluded November 28th. I am pleased to 
report that there are four new Novice 
licenses pending in the Raleigh area. 
The new hams are Margaret and George 
Madgwick, Terry Raiter and Rex Minne- 
man. RARS and your director owe a 
large vote of thanks to Dave Redfearn 
N4ELM from the Cary club who dropped 
by and volunteered to learn the 
instructor’s trade. He did ae fine 
professional job on your behalf. 

RARS and the Cary club’ started 
training courses through the NCSU 
Department of Continuing Education 
some six or seven years’ back, during 
the CB heyday. The Cary club ran the 
Novice course and RARS conducted the 
General/Tech class. Each course was 
conducted during both the Fall = and 
Winter semesters. We used to turn out 
up to fifty students for the Novice 
courses, and fifteen or twenty for 
the General courses. As interest fell 
off, the classes were cut back to one 
Novice and one General per year. In 
the past couple of years there has 
been no interest whatever in any 
courses for the General, and we have 
had to cancel. This year, N4UE of the 
Cary club went on to other pursuits 
and RARS assumed the Novice training 
job. There are no more courses 
scheduled until Fall of ’84. 

NCSU is casting a bit of a 
jaundiced eye at our efforts, for the 
Simple reason that we are no longer 
able to turn out large enough classes 
to justify our use of their fac 
ilities. We have had excellent train-— 
ing facilities and equipment, highly 
qualified instructors and well 
prepared course material. Our classes 
are equal to or better than any other 
club’s. If we spent an equal amount 
of effort in teaching introduction to 
home computers or basketweaving, we 
could charge a hundred bucks a head 


and we would have to beat the 
customers off with a stick. Instead, 
we find ourselves in the strange 


position of being unable to give our 


product away. 

The RARS membership has some 
decisions to make. Uniess some 
changes are made, RARS has conducted 
its last public course in Amateur 
Radio. I believe that a concerted 
public relations campaign in the 
community would turn out as many 
students as we could handle. I am 
talking about a highly practiced 


smooth-talking demonstration team 
that books appearances at schools, 
church groups, Civic clubs, Scout 


troops, senior citizen’s societies 
and every other organization in the 
area that is looking for program 
material. We should have a local 
media team generating several press 
releases a month covering the 
latest developments in amateur radio 
worldwide. Obviously, this type of 
thing would benefit our Society and 
our radio service in many ways, as 
well as providing an adequate supply 
of grist for our training mill. 
However, this is a major activity 
involving a lot of dedication, and 
volunteers are not that easy to come 
by. Please understand that your 
training department is NOT volunteer- 
ing to take on the job of public 
relations! 

If RARS chooses not to put forward 
the effort required to populate 


public classes, there are other 
services that your training 
department can perform. December QST 
has information on the coming 


volunteer examination program. This 
is not an effort to be lightly 
undertaken, but if RARS wants to take 
on the job, independently or in 
conjunction with other area clubs, 
your training department is qualified 
and willing to manage this activity. 
Possibly you would like your training 
department to devote its efforts to 
improving the technical level of the 
membership. There has never been any 
interest in scheduled courses’ for 
license upgrading, but some of the 
one shot sessions which have been 
used as meeting night programs have 
been fairly well received. We can 


Shuttie Success 


"The operation is an unqualified suc- 
cess!" said ARRL General Manager Dave 
Sumner, K1ZZ, of WSLFL's Amateur: Radio 
operation from the orbiting Space Shuttle 


Columbia. "We are thrilled with the 
active participation from the Amateur 
Radio community and the interest 


demonstrated by the public at large. We 
are proud that Amateur Radio has played a 
role in bringing active participation in 
the space program to the average citizens 
of the world. It is most appropriate that 
this should occur during World Communica- 
tions Year." 

WSLFL's first opportunity for Amateur 
Radio communication came 2 days, 10 hours, 
and 40 minutes into the mission, and the 
first station contacted was WAIJXN_ in 
Frenchtown, Montana. Many, many other 
contacts were made over the course of the 
next several days, including such notable 
radio amateurs as King Hussein of Jordan, 
JY1, and Senator Barry Goldwater, K7UGA. 
The ARRL Hq. station, WI1AW, made contact 
Wednesday, December 7, and dedicated the 
communication to the memory of Vic Clark, 


W4KFC. Vic was a moving force behind the 
concept of Amateur Radio in space, but was 
taken from us_ shortly before his vision 
became reality. 

Even when located hundreds of miles 
from the SFS-9 ground track, earthbound 
amateurs reported that Owen's signals were 
loud and clear, indicating that the 
experimental "indoor" antenna was working 
efficiently. Owen said that the ambient 
noise level in the aft flight deck made it 
difficult for him to copy the signals of 
those calling him. He recorded every- 
thing, however, and should be able to 
recognize many more callsigns when playing 
back the recordings later. 

The ARRL is serving as WSLFL's "QSL 
Manager." If you worked Owen, or even if 
you just heard him, send the details to 
ARRL Hq., STS-9, 225 Main St., Newington, 
CT 06111. Merk the outer envelope 
"two-way" or "reception report." Please 
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

February 1984 QST will carry a 
"wrap-up" article on the WSLFL "Amateur 
Radio in Space" mission. 


Training (Continued) 


provide one 
things as 
packet 


evening seminars on such 
coherent cw, RITITY, ANTOR, 
radio, digital store and 
forward (MSQ) repeaters, and other 
recent trends in ham radio. We can 
teach, in small chunks, test 
equipment and trouble-shooting 
techniques, review new and old 
equipment, or provide refresher 
courses in everything from circuit 
design through traffic handling to 
rules and regulations. We can do this 
type of thing at regular meetings or 
arrange get-togethers for special 
interest groups. 

Please let your club officers 
know if you want RARS to continue to 
sponsor a training department and, if 
so, what services you want them to 
provide. If we don’t hear from you, 
we will look up W4FMN or some other 
old soldier and take fading away 
lessons. It’s up to you. Use it or 
lose it! 

---73 de AA4L 


ATTENTION RARS MEMBERS----1983 Membership 
dues are now due and may be paid to the 
treasurer at the meeting or by mail to 
P.O. Boxw 17224, Raleigh’ NC'Z7609---——-~-- 
Members who join or renew by the end of 
the February meeting will be eligible 

for a special drawing to be held during 
the March Awards Banquet. At that time, 
a new Roster and a new Newsletter Mailing 
list will be compiled. Don't get left out: 
Pay early--avoid the rush! 


SB SER STEEL ES ED DD EEE IO IED 
~ ARRL BULLETIN: 
On December 15, the FCC Commissioners 


unanimously voted to cancel the proposed 
no code amateur radio license. 


CHANNEL 5 TAPES HAM IN SPACE 


When it comes to Amateur Radio, 
the flight of STS-9 will be as 
memorable to me as it surely was 
to Dr. Owen Garriott WSLFL, 
aboard the Space Shuttle 
Columbia. This all came about 
when T.V. channel S News Team 
wanted to come out and listen 
with me to see if the Columbia 
could be reached by Ham radio. I 
had no idea they were going to 
turn my shack into a studio. It 
was an exciting half hour. Well, 
we gave it the old colleae try 
but were unsuccessful in hearing 
the Columbia that night. 


I was verv pleased that Ham Radio 
would get another shot in the 

arm to further our cause of 
providing public service to the 
local communities and states. 


On Saturday, following the 
unsuccessful attempt to reach 
the Columbia, I was able to make 
several tape recordings of 
WSLFL’s transmissions as he 
passed over our area. Many were 
able to copy him even on 
handhelds. On Sunday morning I 
informed the T.V. Channel 5 News 
Team that the Columbia had been 
heard and that I would make them 
a good recording on the 10 am 
pass. Lo and behold at 20 
minutes to 190 guess who showed 
up in the driveway again? Well 
you guessed it! Thanks to good 
luck and Murphys going on 
vacation, success was achieved. 
They were able to video tape a 
Ham Radio station’s reception of 
the Space Shuttle Columbia. 


My sincere thanks go out to Owen 
Garriott WSLFL, and the team 
aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia 
for their advancement of Amateur 
Radio through out the world. 


Billy Edwards EK4BWC 


LS eS seneeenere i 


CLYDE'S LAW: Never assume an rf 
vath is cold unless you check it; 
with someone else's finger. 
(Mechlenburg ARS News, ) 


by Bruce Eggers, WASNEW 
President, RARS 


Yes indeed, RARS has had a glorions 
past. At the risk of overlooxing 
the wnheralded efforts of many, we 
would indeed be remiss if we didn't 
acknowledze the leadership of Ed, 
WAYPEN, President during the early 
years and General Chairman of the 
RARS sponsored conventions. Bnt 
where are we today? Is RARS little 
more than a cliqne of old-timers 
doing there own thing? Is it true 
that yor can only connt on the sate 
old crew? I've heard that. Maybe 
you have too. 


Well I don't believe it. Loox 
around. Look at all of the regular 
hard work that goes into the “‘main- 
tenance" of RARS. Meeting atten- 
dance rosters, visitor registration, 
regular columns in the newsletter, 
refreshments, programs, editing and 
production, RARS nets, repeater 
maintenance, mailing lists, public 
service events, Field Day, Awards 
Banquet, Christmas Party, Hanfest, 
Advisory Board meetings, pyblicity, 
door prizes, the Annnal Avnction, - 
Minutes of the meetings, finances, 
licensing classes, meeting facility, 
and, at the risx of overlooking yet 
more of the behind-the-scenes efforts 
of many, let me just add etc, etc. 


We've all heard the expression, 
"The whole is greater than the sum 
of the parts". In my experience 
that view is most often held by 
those who are wnaware of the exist- 
ence of many of the parts! RAR5 
has never been and can never be 
greater than the sym of its parts, 
the efforts of its membership. 


SCOOPS COOPSCOOPS COOPSCOOPSCOOPSCOOPS COOPSCOOP 


The latest issued callsigns as of December | 
are: 


Advanced---KI4DD 
General----N4J0M 
Novice----- KB4HTE 


FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
870 N. MILITARY HIGHWAY 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502 
(804) 441-6472 
**)9Q4** 
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ALL EXAMINATIONS DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1984 IN NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, ARE BY 


APPOINTMENT ONLY. APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE 
FOLLOWING CUT-OFF DATES: 


JANUARY 24, 1984 
APRIL 24, 1984 
JULY 24, 1984 
OCTOBER 23, 1984 


ALL REMOTE EXAMINATIONS IN DISTRICT 5 WILL BE CONDUCTED IN THE FOLLOWING 
CITIES ON THE DATES INDICATED BELOW: 


CHARLOTTE, NC Tuesday, April 3, 1984 
Cut-off date for receipt 
of applications: 3-20-84 


GREENSBORO, NC Tuesday, October 2, 1984 
Cut-off date for receipt 
of applications: 9-18-84 


APPOINTMENT NOTICES WILL BE MAILED TO APPLICANTS AFTER THE CUT-OFF DATES 
ADVISING THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE SCHEDULED EXAMINATION. 


Note: Remote exam point examinations may be changed and/or postponed subject 
to a minimum number of applications. 


Examinations for handicapped applicants are by special appointment only. 
Contact the Norfolk District Office in writing or by telephone to arrange 
an appointment. 


J. J. Freeman 
Engineer in Charge 
Norfolk, Virginia 


: BULK RATE . 
RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. Se Postage Paid 
P.O. BOX 17124 ae ae 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27619 : 


Gaulendar 


Jan. 4 - Regular RARS Meeting Feb. 1 - Regular RARS Meeting 
116°Se Galisburyst 
Feb 24-26 - CQ Worldwide 160 m. 
Jan. 10 - RARS News copy deadline SSB Contest 


Jan. 15 - Winter Am Rad & Computer Mar 7 - RARS Annual Awards Banquet 
Show, Richmand, VA. 
Mar. 17, 18 - Charlotte NC Hamfest 
Jan. 18 - RARS Advisory Board Mtg. 
Apr. 15 - RARS 12th Annual Hamfest 
Jan. 27-29 - CQ Worldwide 160 m.CW Crabtree Valley Mall. 
Contest 


